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On July 13, Radio Sandino reported that the Nicaraguan government had decided to nationalize
the San Antonio sugar mill, the country's largest, located in Chichigalpa, Chinandega department.
The action, adopted by the Agricultural Development Ministry, also includes other industrial and
commercial enterprises linked to processing of sugarcane derivatives. According to the resolution
prepared by Minister Jaime Wheelock Roman, the mill had been nationalized because its owners,
the Pellas family, had failed to invest in it since 1981. The owners are among Nicaragua's most
wealthy families. The resolution specified that the decision to nationalize was taken to promote and
protect the public interest. Despite government support to its owners since 1979, said the document,
output levels and physical plant have consistently declined. The mill owners' failure to invest has
had negative effects on domestic consumption, export revenues, and employees' living conditions,
said the resolution. The radio report said that the government will name a commission to arrange
indemnification for the owners. (Basic data from AP, Prensa Latina, 07/13/88)
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